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lead in the solution of any problem of civil government; that
he who has performed great tasks of strategy in the field,
must be fitted to do great tasks of statesmanship in the forum
or in the closet. General Grant had the advantage of such
presumptions in the highest degree, especially as he had, in
addition to his luster as a warrior, won a reputation for wise
generosity and a fine tact in fixing the terms of Lee's sur-
render and in quietly composing the disagreements which had
sprung from the precipitate action of General Sherman in
treating with the Confederate General Johnston. On the whole,
the country received the candidacy of General Grant as that of
a deserving and of a safe man.

On the other hand the Democratic party had not only to
bear the traditional odium of the sympathy of some of its
prominent members with the rebellion, which at that time still
counted for much, but it managed to produce an especially
unfavorable impression by the action of its convention. Its
platform stopped but little short of advocating violence to
accomplish the annuhnent of the Reconstruction laws adopted
by Congress, and it demanded the payment of a large part
of the national debt in depreciated greenbacks. The flounder-
ing search for a candidate and the final forcing of the nomina-
tion upon the unwilling, weak and amiable Horatio Seymour
presented an almost ludicrous spectacle of helplessness, while
the furious utterances of the fiery Frank Blair, their candidate
for the vice-presidency, sounded like the wild cry of a madman
bent upon stirring up another revolution, while the people
wanted peace. The Democrats were evidently riding for a
fall

I was called upon for a good many speeches in the cam-
paign and had large and enthusiastic audiences. One of the ex-
periences I had im this campaign I remember with especial
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